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WE CLAIM: 

power door lateh assembly for engaging « door striker, compiling: 
£hta «d inc^^ea* one detent st^ arxl biasing means for biasing the ratchet toward, the Z 

, _ 4 least ono detent surface to eeleotivdy rotation of the 
towards the open position; X. ™>™™i 

a drive actuator including a prinWwer, an output member in engagement with the rotary 

actuator, and a raleasable coupling coupled Between the erim* J7rTr 7 

. . -~-»> «i»wu|ri5g ociwecn tne prune mover and the output member forseiectiu»iv 

transferring torque between the prime mover andmemtary actuator ^^warselecftvely 

a orive controller for con^ollmje^ion^f^ 
tottorelea^lecouplingandWngconfiguredfe 
when the ratchet U disposed in one of the closed and open poaiUo^and 

a rotary actuator characterized by said rotary actuator tavingTLbing arm engaging said ratchet 
upon rotation of «idrc^ actuator inafimaenseto^ 

*ud wo*** ^ . relMfling m engasJne ^ pswi rotatjon of said \^ totuaior . n ^ 

second sense opposite .aid first «mse to disengage the iwllromtte.tle^onedetama*™^ 

L, 0 h? e ^ W t dW ^^ blyWCO, ^ ^toC,ain, '.^"^^-ctuatcriarciatable 
J™** P ° Sltlon wbenrin u» rotary actuator i. disengaged from the ratchet and the pawT^ 
3- The power door latch assembly according to claim 2, wherein the drive controller la confWd for 

Tdudea a tost ^^T" 1 ^^^ to toy Me rfe ^ ^ ^, wr^m n« roury actu*or 
^^T^^^ movememofme ratchet relaZto the ro** 

actuator when the ratchet is disposed iMhTo^posjtion. """roary 

pin m0Vemera U ^ b — *e °P» pnni^y o"l 

sngeincm witt the fir* .WTfchjv^thc rotary abator u dupe** fa null pcjtjon. 

7. The power door latch asaemblylfe^dj^any one of claims 2 to 6. wherein the drive controller 

8. The power door latch assembly according to any one ofcJa^TtoSh^ . nwnual ZT 
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9. ^tje power door latch assembly according to any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the ratchet 
is disposed fol^otation about a first axis, and the pawl is disposed for rotation for about a fixed 
axis parallel to thel^st axis. 

1 0. The power doorteteh assembly according to claim 9, wherein the drive actuator is 
5 disposed for rotation about the first axis. 

1 1 . A door assembly comprising: 
a doOT'pivotahleabout a door axis and including a latch operation lever and an aperture 

for receiving a striker plate thereTnTand^^^ 

a power door latch assembly according tolmyofctbepreceding claims, the power door 
10 latch assembly being disposed within the door and being in comrmlnieation with the latch 

actuation lever for selectively securing the door to the striker plate in accordwic^witlia state of 
—the actuation love r. — — 
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